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Summary 

The present device is directed to an ear muff used as a device for cold protection in the winter 
season. 

The present device is achieved by such that, in an ear muff which consists of ear coverings 
surrounding an ear and connectors connected with the ear coverings, connectors (10)(10') are 
separately formed to confront each other in a side direction, and have adjustable length according 
to the head size of the wearer; and ear coverings (20)(20 f ) are connected to the connectors at an 
outside end of the connectors by hinge (22) so that ear coverings (20)(20 ! ) may be rotationally 
folded. 

The present device provides such effects that it does not compress the head of the wearer even 
when used for a long time, has a length that can be effectively adjusted according to the head size 
of the wearer, and further can be conveniently carried in a folded shape when not worn. 

Representative drawing 

FIG. 2 

Index 
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device for cold protection, ear muff, ear covering, connector, fold, length adjustment. 
Specification 

Brief explanation of the drawings 

FIG. 1 is a front view drawing of a partially dissected cover of the present device. 

FIG. 2 is a side view drawing of the present device. 

FIG. 3 is a magnified view drawing of a main part of the present device. 

FIG. 4 is a magnified perspective view drawing of the dissembled main part of FIG. 3. 

FIG. 5 is a side view drawing showing the worn state of the present device. 

X Explanation of the major portions in the drawings 

1 0, 1 0 ? : connector 1 2 : holding area 

13: assembling hole 15, 17: locking protrusion 

1 6 : holding protrusions 1 8 : locking bump 

20, 20': ear covering 22: hinge 

30: cover 

Detailed description of the device 
Purpose of the device 

Relevant technology to the device and prior art technology in the field 

The present device is directed to an ear muff used as a device for cold protection in the winter 
season. In more detail, the present device relates to an ear muff that does not compress the head 
of the wearer even when used for a long time, has a length that can be effectively adjusted 
according to the head size of the wearer, and further can be conveniently carried in a folded 
shape when not worn. 

Generally, the ear muff is used for cold protection in the winter season. 

Such an ear muff conventionally consists of multiple ear coverings surrounding the ears and 
connectors or rubber bands made of a synthetic resin material, and is used to keep the ears warm 
by the help of the ear coverings where the connectors or rubber bands are positioned on the head. 

However, in the former case, since the ear coverings and connectors are integrally formed and 
have bulky volumes, the ear muff is difficult to carry when not worn, and also possesses a 
problem that various sized ear muffs must be manufactured and purchased according to the head 
size of the wearer. 
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Further, in a latter case, although the ear coverings are connected with rubber bands and the ear 
muff can be conveniently carried and worn, the ear muff has a problem of not being able to be 
worn for a long time due to the rubber bands compressing the head. 

Meanwhile, Korean Laid-open Utility Model Publication No. 2000-10267 discloses an ear muff 
with an adjustable length while the ear coverings are connected with a connector. This ear muff 
has multiple locking projections on the extension of both ends of the connector connected with 
the ear coverings. The ear coverings are assembled to stay held with the multiple locking 
projections, and the position of the ear coverings are adjusted by way of pushing them in an 
upward or downward direction according to the head size of the wearer. 

However, it can adjust only the height of the ear coverings while not changing the form of the 
connector, thus, in the case where the head of the wearer is large, the degree of stretch of the 
semicircular shaped connector must be accordingly increased. Therefore, it raises a problem 
that the ear muff cannot be worn for a long time due to the discomfort from the stronger 
compression on the head when worn. Further, it still brings a problem of inconvenience in 
carrying. 

At last, in the prior art ear muffs, the following intensive technologies are required: first, it must 
not compress the head of the wearer even when used for a long time; second, the length can be 
effectively adjusted according to the head size of the wearer; third, it must be conveniently 
carried in a folded shape when not worn. 

Technical difficulties the device intends to overcome 

The present device solves the various problems of the prior art technologies as described above. 
The present device aims to provide an ear muff that does not compress the head of the wearer 
even when used for a long time, has a length that can be effectively adjusted according to the 
head size of the wearer, and further can be conveniently carried in a folded shape when not worn. 

Such purposes of the present device can be achieved by an ear muff that largely consists of 
semicircular shaped connectors and ear coverings at each end thereof, where both are made of a 
synthetic resin material, and a cover entirely surrounding the connectors and the ear coverings; 
the connectors are separately formed to confront each other in a side direction, and can be 
adjusted according to the head size of the wearer; and, the coverings are so linked as to be 
rotationally folded. 

Constitutions and functions of the device 

Hereinafter, preferable embodiments to achieve the purposes of the above present device will be 
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set forth in detail with reference to the attached drawings. 

That is, as shown in FIG 1 to FIG. 4, the ear muff of the present device largely consists of 
semicircular shaped connectors and ear coverings at each end thereof, where both are made of a 
synthetic resin material, and a cover entirely surrounding the connectors and the ear coverings. 

Connectors (10)(10 f ) are separately formed to confront each other in a side direction; each 
connector has such holding area (12) with assembling hole (13) on an inside end portion of the 
connector that the connectors are collectively inserted into each other in a mutually reverse 
direction; one connector (10') has multiple locking protrusion (15) along a longitudinal direction; 
and, other connector (10), where connector (10') is inserted, has assembling hole (13) with 
holding protrusions (16) confronting locking protrusions (15) in order to hold the connectors in 
an adjusted length in a side direction. 

Ear coverings (20)(20 f ) with the size surrounding ear are so linked to connectors (10)(10 ? ) at the 
outside end of each connector by hinge (22) that the ear coverings may be rotationally folded. 

In this case, connectors (10)(10 f ) and ear coverings (20)(20 f ) have elasticity and repulsive force 
toward the inner side by a restoring shrinkage. 

Further, connectors (10)(10') have locking protrusion (17) at an outside end, and ear coverings 
(20)(20') corresponding to the connectors have locking bump (18), where locking protrusion (17) 
is inserted into and confronts the locking protrusion to maintain the shape by preventing the 
rotation of the ear covering. 

The operations and functions of the above present device will be explained below. 

First, when wearing the ear muff of the present device, the length of right and left connectors 
(10)(10') is adjusted according to the head size of a wearer. That is, while the length of left and 
right connectors (10)(10 f ) is adjusted in a side direction by applying an external force, locking 
protrusions (15) of one connector (10 f ) and holding protrusions (16) formed on assembling hole 
(13) of other connector (10) stay fixed together at the length- adjusted site. 

Therefore, the length of connectors (10)(10 f ) is constantly maintained if there is no further 
external force, and can simply be readjusted when another external force is applied. As such, 
where the length of connecters (10)(10 f ) is completely adjusted according to the head size of a 
wearer, connectors (10)(10 f ) and ear coverings (20)(20') are worn on the head in a stretched state 
toward an outer direction with elasticity and repulsive force. 

In this case, as shown in FIG. 5, connectors (10)(10') are worn to locate toward a rear direction of 
the head, while ear coverings (20)(20') surround the ears. 
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In such a wearing, connectors (10)(10 f ) and ear coverings (20)(20 t ) can maintain their shapes 
with elasticity and repulsive force applied toward the inner side by a restoring shrinkage. 

In such case, since the entire length of connectors (10)(10 f ) can be adjusted in a side direction 
according to the head size of a wearer, the degree of outstretch of the ear muff with elasticity and 
repulsive force is preserved. Accordingly, the force compressing the head while wearing the 
ear muff becomes constantly applied. 

That is, even with a large head size of a wearer, it is possible to minimize the degree of 
compression on the head, and thus, to keep a good feeling for wearing. 

Further, in such a wearing state where locking protrusion (17) of connectors (10)(10') is 
connected with locking bump (18) of ear coverings (20)(20 f ) outstretched toward an outside 
direction with elasticity and repulsive force, ear coverings (20)(20') can be worn while holding a 
fixed shape without movement toward a side direction. 

Meanwhile, in case where a wearer intends to carry the ear muff, the wearer can conveniently 
bring it by minimizing the length by pushing connectors (10)(10 ! ) toward a mutually reverse and 
inside direction with an external force, and folding it to the overlapped minimum size by rotating 
ear coverings (20)(20*) at centered hinge (22), and then overlapping each other. 

In this case, since this is the state where ear coverings (20)(20 ! ) are free from an external force to 
outstretch them toward an outer side, locking protrusion (17) of connectors (10)(10') can be 
easily removed from locking bump (1 8) of the ear coverings. Therefore, ear coverings (20)(20 f ) 
can be rotationally fold. 

The effect of the device 

As explained in detail in the above, the present device is constituted such that it can adjust the 
length of the connectors connected with the ear coverings according to the head size of a wearer, 
and the ear coverings can be rotationally folded according to necessity. Therefore, the present 
device provides such effects that it does not compress the head of the wearer even when used for 
a long time, the length can be effectively adjusted according to the head size of the wearer, and 
further can be conveniently carried in a folded shape when not worn. 

(57) Claims 

Claim 1 

An ear muff consists of semicircular shaped connectors and ear coverings at each end 
thereof, where both are made of a synthetic resin material, and a cover surrounding the 
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connectors and the ear coverings, characterized in that the connectors (10)(10 f ) are separately 
formed to confront each other in a side direction, each connector having such a holding area (12) 
with an assembling hole (13) on an inside end portion of the connector that both the connectors 
are collectively inserted into each other in a mutually reverse direction, one connector (10 1 ) 
having multiple locking protrusions (15) along a longitudinal direction, the other connector (10), 
where the connector (10') is inserted, having the assembling hole (13) with holding protrusions 
(16) confronting the locking protrusions (15) in order to hold the connectors in an adjusted 
length in a side direction; and the ear coverings (20)(20') with the surrounding ear so linked to 
the connectors (10)(10') at the outside end of each connector by a hinge (22) that the ear 
coverings may be rotationally folded. 

Claim 2 

The ear muff of Claim 1, characterized in that the connectors (10)(10') have a locking 
protrusion (17) at an outside end, the ear coverings (20)(20) corresponding to the connectors 
have a locking bump (18) where the locking protrusion (17) are inserted into and confronts the 
locking protrusion to maintain the shape by preventing the rotation of the ear covering. 
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FIG. 3 
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FIG. 4 
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FIG. 5 
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